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QUARANTINE REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO FRUIT 

VESSELS. 

October 8, 1912. 

To Medical Officers in Command and Acting Assistant Surgeons in 

Charge, National Quarantine Stations. 

Sirs: Bureau letter of August 9 is hereby modified in order to 
exempt fruit vessels, from other than infected or suspected ports, 
from fumigation oftener than every fourth arrival, provided the 
vessel is breasted off from any wharf where she may dock in the 
foreign port, all hawsers protected by rat guards of accepted design, 
and said precautions are certified on the consular bill of health; it 
being stipulated that the breasting on of the vessel from the wharf 
and the use of rat guards are to be continued as at presen.t while the 
vessel is in the United States port. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue, 

Surgeon General. 

THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

Porto Rico: No case of plague has been reported in Porto Rico 
since September, 12. The outbreak may, therefore, be considered 
to be well under control in so far as the possibility of the disease 
affecting man to any great extent is concerned. The infection, 
without doubt, still persists in a very few localities to a limited extent 
among rats. These rodent foci, however, will be eradicated as 
rapidly as it is possible to discover them. It appears that the infec- 
tion among rats was at no time extensive, for out of 17,000 rats 
caught and examined previous to September 21 only 62 were found 
plague infected. 

California: During the week ended September 21, which is the 
last for which reports have been received, two plague-infected squir- 
rels were found in Contra Costa County, Cal. 

Russia: Plague continues present in the Astrakhan Government. 
There have been but few cases, however, at any one time, and the total 
from July 17 to September 17 was 53 cases. At Kherson a plague- 
infected rat was found on the steamship Queensmore, which had ar- 
rived from Odessa. The finding of plague-infected rats on vessels 
in this way is not an uncommon occurrence. It illustrates the man- 
ner in which the disease is spread from country to country and from 
continent to continent by vessels, in the absence of human cases and 
without there being anything to indicate the presence of the infection 
on the vessel. 
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